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QUOTATION WALL 

Hon’ble Mr. Justice A.K. Sikri
Former Judge, Supreme Court of India

“Mediation helps in REMOVING THE DUST FROM THE HEART
bringing the parties land on a resolution or decision.”

“Education took us from thumb impression to signature; 
TECHNOLOGY HAS TAKEN US FROM SIGNATURE 

TO THUMB IMPRESSION, AGAIN.”

“There is a recognition to the hard reality that WITHOUT PROTECTION FOR 
HUMAN RIGHTS THERE CAN BE NO DEMOCRACY AND 

NO JUSTIFICATION FOR DEMOCRACY.”

“Be patient. THERE IS NO LIMIT, AND WORK HARD. 
Don’t think you can achieve name and fame in a day.”

“While the human in law is important, HUMANE IN LAW IS INDISPENSABLE.”



Hon'ble Mr. Justice A.K. Sikri
Former Judge, Supreme Court of India

A Tribute from Council for Conflict Resolution - Maadhyam

“Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have greatness 
thrust upon them,” is a famous line from Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare.  
This saying would never lose its originality and essence.  For Justice Sikri, who 
became first a Judge of the Delhi High Court in July 1999, then Chief Justice of 
Punjab & Haryana High Court in September 2012 and lastly a Judge of the 
Supreme Court from April 12, 2013 till March 6, 2019, it is “born to great parents 
and achieved greatness.”  He tirelessly strove and achieved greatness.

A student, highly studious always, he left no prize to win from secondary school 
through his Master's in law.  Then it was performance at the Bar and at the 
Bench, where also glory followed his stellar performance and character.  He 
stood a genius amongst the distinguished silks.  And at the Bench, he was a 
judge who realized that there is a world beyond the law courts.  Perhaps this is 
what made him say: during the farewell function at the Supreme Court that:
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“Every judge should possess some element of femininity,” and that 
“it was not about how many times a judge smiles, but how many 
times the judge has brought a smile to helpless people.” 

He was, to the core, humane, for he believed that everything should be for 
human welfare.  This is clear from his words that:

 “While the human in law is important, humane in law is indispensable.”

His views and judgments were free of bias, full of reason and reality.  The 
interviews given by him as well as conversations reported testify this.  The 
answer he gave to a student who asked why there has been no one from 
amongst the distinguished jurists were not appointed to the Supreme Court 
Bench, the reply that the idea is good and left to Justice Sikri, who is 
academically inclined, he would prefer it, is clear enough.  He went on to tell the 
student that he could give an idea as to who could be a potential candidate, so 
that the collegium could be told, and he would be happy if it happens during his 
tenure!  The vein is lighter, but crux of the matter shows how transparent the 
Judge was.  When it comes to the American system, Justice Sikri made clear his 
views that:

 “The American system is a flawed system.  It is totally a politically 
dominated system and hence, not desirable as far as independence 
of judiciary is concerned.  The US Supreme Court has produced 
brilliant judges.  There may have been judges who were political 
appointees but shown their moral fibre later on and portrayed their 
independence.”

When talking about the American 
jurists' criticism that Indian 
judiciary is too activist in nature to 
the extent of making policy 
i n t e r v e n t i o n s  a n d  p o l i c y  
regulations, he made clear of his 
views of judicial restraint.  He said:

“I believe in judicial restraint.  At the same time when I talk of judicial 
restraint, there are few things one needs to keep in mind in Indian 
conditions.  The poverty in this country, the illiteracy in this country, 
the population and the diversity of ethnicities and religions create a 
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lot of issues.  Access to justice for marginalized sections is really 
cumbersome.”  

Here, not only a judge speaks, but a political scientist as well, with concern from 
his heart for his country.

While talking to law 
students, the professor in 
Justice Sikri comes alive.  
It is worth remembering 
that he was a teacher at 
the Faculty  of  Law,  
Univers i ty  of  Delh i ,  
wherefrom he graduated 
in law. The class in 
learning always stays.  It 
seems that he is known as 
the 'Professor Judge' in 

judicial circles for no other reason, although he is no less a teacher to the 
counsel before him.  He elaborates the point marvelously, satisfying the 
students with ample examples. 

Justice Sikri was too dear to the Bar.  His tenure as Vice President of the High 
Court Bar Association might have built that relationship, which is lasting even 
today.

Justice Sikri was part of over nine hundred judgments, of which several are 
landmark judgments.  His special knowledge in intellectual property rights and 
judgments in that field had won him an entry in the select list of 'Fifty Most 
Influential People in IP' by a London based international organization in 2007.  
For a judge, the greatest testimony is his judgments, which will be cited, read, 
re-read, discussed and dissected not only in Court and Bar rooms, but in 
classrooms as well.  Justice Sikri's compassionate views were often path 
breaking in the administration of justice.  For example there was a case of a 
medical student, who secured admission by falling prey to some incorrect 
statements, but stood meritorious in his studies in the next few semesters.  
The falsity was discovered at the fourth semester and when the matter reached 
before Justice Sikri, he ordered that the student should complete his studies 
and render service in the prison.  The student meritoriously completed his 
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course of study and rendered the service as ordered.  Not only that, but he 
became one of the most sought after specialists too!  Had his admission been 
cancelled after the fourth semester, it would have been a tragedy, perhaps a life 
gone waste.  That sentence, not only cured the illness in that student, but also 
made him a better person fit to be in the society.  Only a judge with profound 
inner sight could do so.  It is justice beyond the letter of the law.

Another instance is the judgment in LPA No. 332 of 2011 in Union of India and 
Others v. Vijay Mam and other connected LPAs.  The respondents in these 
appeals (who were petitioners in the relevant writ petitions) were Kashmiri 
Pandits and employees of the Central Government posted in Kashmir.  Due to 
the turbulence in the State, which put their lives in danger, they were 
transferred to and posted in Delhi and provided with Government 
accommodation. Though they stayed in that accommodation till their 
retirement, post retirement they could not return to Kashmir because of the 
situation prevailing there.  And in Delhi, they did not have their own homes.  
Faced with such a situation, they preferred writ petitions praying for suitable 
accommodation by the Central Government and till that is done, let them stay 
in the government houses occupied by them. The learned Single Judge 
allowed their prayer, but the Government came in appeal. The appeals were 
listed before the Bench presided over by Justice Sikri who was then the Acting 
Chief Justice and Justice R.S. Endlaw.  In his judgment, Justice Sikri held that:

“We must adopt an active posture and view in a larger perspective 
the functionalism of legal humanism.  If the situation demands 
adoption of a broad principle to meet the ends of justice, the court 
should not feel shy in adopting the same.”  

He continued:

“People should be the participants and beneficiaries in the 
administration of justice.”  

The appeals were dismissed with the direction to the Government to frame 
suitable rehabilitation scheme for the said retired employees.  It is an 
affirmation of legal humanism and social justice guaranteed by the 
Constitution.

There are innumerable judgments that carry Justice Sikri's adherence to the 
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rule of law and his ardent respect for human dignity and the strength of 
reasoning.  He held the view that a court or tribunal while passing an order is 
not only required to give good reason based on record/evidence, but also 
required to show that after being satisfied itself, such an order has been 
passed.

While he was quite sharp in testing the cases on the touchstone of precedents 
in adversarial litigation, he has an unlimited passion to settle disputes through 
alternative resolution mechanisms with special emphasis on mediation.  His 
judgments in arbitration matters would testify this.  

In his judgment in India Bulls Housing Finance Ltd. v. Deccan Chronicle 
Holdings Ltd. and others [(2018) 14 SCC 783], it was held that “SARFAESI 
proceedings and arbitration proceedings can go hand in hand,” while deciding 
the question whether arbitration proceedings can be carried on along with the 
SARFAESI proceedings simultaneously.  In A. Ayyasamy v. A. Paramasivam and 
others [(2016) 10 SCC 386] Justice Sikri held that:

“when the case of fraud is set up by one of the parties and on that 
basis that party wants to wriggle out of that arbitration agreement, 
a strict and meticulous inquiry into the allegations of fraud is 
needed and only when the Court is satisfied that the allegations are 
of serious and complicated nature that it would be more 
appropriate for the Court to deal with the subject matter rather than 
relegating the parties to arbitration, then alone such an application 
under Section 8 should be rejected.”  
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Here, arbitration is seen as a well deserving mechanism and not a mere 
process, that can be circumvented by allegations of fraud.  The judgments, 
inter alia, in Shailesh Dhairyawan v. Mohan Balkrishna Lulla [(2016) 3 SCC 619], 
Vikram Bakshi and Others v. Sonia Khosla [(2014) 15 SCC 80] clearly 
demonstrate the effectiveness and supremacy of arbitration for effective 
resolution of disputes.

He has beautifully portrayed the nexus between spirituality and alternative 
dispute resolution process in an article.  He states:

“When we are true to ourselves and we are constantly in touch with 
ourselves, it is easy for us to locate where the false inputs come 
from.  Spirituality then is what mends the breach within ourselves.”  

About mediation, he supports the views of Professors Stulberg, Love, Hyman 
and Menkel Meadow and says:

“The magic can occur when people open up honestly and 
empathetically about their needs and fears in uninhibited private 
discussion.  And, as thinkers, these jurists are optimistic that the 
magnanimity of the human spirit can conquer structural 
imbalances and resource constraints.”

In his message for the souvenir brought out on the occasion of a mediation 
training programme held at Pepperdine University School of Law, USA, 
unhesitatingly Justice Sikri states that:

“I, as a protagonist of mediation, firmly believe that all those 
involved in mediation are doing a pious work for the betterment of 
humanity at large.”  

Words of appreciation from the heart of a Senior Judge, who openly admits 
that he is a protagonist of mediation.  That is what makes him the 'Judge of 
Resolution.’

In his chequered career, he never yielded to temptations or liked to stay in 
shadows of aspersions.  Wise counsel, courageous self-guidance and unerring 
determination were always part of his character and wont.  Example is 
withdrawal of his consent for nomination for president/member of the London 
based Commonwealth Secretariat Arbitral Tribunal.

Council for Conflict Resolution – Maadhyam wishes him many more fruitful 
years with the hope that the best of him has yet to come!
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High Court of Delhi - 1999-2012

Shri Ram College of Commerce, Delhi, 1971-74  Faculty of Law, University of Delhi, 1974-77

Supreme Court of India - 2013-2019Punjab & Haryana High Court - 2012-2013

Professional Journey
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Swearing-in Ceremony
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Blood Donation Camp
High Court of Delhi
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Book Release Event 
Thus Spake Their Lordships (Second Edition) by Sumeet Malik 

Clerks and Research Assistants to Hon ‘ble Mr. Justice A.K. Sikri

11



Inaugural Ceremony of a Creche for Court Staff and Lawyers
High Court of Bombay

Social Bonding
SRCC, Delhi
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Council for Conflict Resolution - Maadhyam 
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Samadhan
Delhi High Court Mediation and Conciliation Centre

Importance of Mediation 
Judicial Academy
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Mediation Movements
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Down the Memory Lane
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Neelam Rathore : Honorary Secretary

Sarika Gandhi : Treasurer

Jyoti Srivastava : Joint Secretary

Sakshi Vijay : Joint Secretary
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